When should I apply for
credit transfer?
You should think about applying as soon
as you’ve got a good idea of which Open
University qualification you want to do.
This way, you’ll be able to plan out your
actual course of study knowing how much
credit you can take forward.

How long does it take?
It can take around 6 weeks for a credit
transfer application to be assessed. You need
to apply before you register for a qualification.
However, you can start study on a standalone
module basis and apply for credit transfer at
a later date. If you are considering this route,
please contact us for advice.

How do I transfer
credit from my
college studies
towards an
Open University
degree?

How to apply
1. Check that your previous study is
eligible for credit transfer by visiting
www.open.ac.uk/credit-transfer.

Helping you take
the next step

2. Choose The Open University qualification
that you want to claim towards and find out
how much credit transfer it allows from the
qualification factsheet.
3. Download the claim form from the credit
transfer website.

CONTACT US
TODAY
Over 70% of Open University
students are working
full or part-time during
their studies.

Call 0300 303 5303
Email scotland@open.ac.uk
Visit www.openuniversity.co.uk/
collegeroutes
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Make the most of your college
qualifications
The Open University
is the largest provider
of part-time
Higher education
in Scotland.

Every year around 800 people with college
qualifications take the next step towards a
degree with The Open University in Scotland.
Using our unique ‘Open Learning’ method
means they are able to fit study around work
or other commitments.

Credit transfer means you’re already
on the way to your degree
Getting your college qualification is a great
achievement and gives you a valuable
qualification that will help you build for the
future. Depending on your qualification you
may be able to transfer credit towards an
Open University degree. If you have an HND,
for example, you could qualify for credit equal
to two thirds of the total credits required for
an Open degree with honours.

Want to change your subject area?
Should you want to change your current area
of study the Open degree allows you to do
just that. You can choose from hundreds of
modules in 13 subject areas. Wouldn’t it be
great if you could pick your favourite subjects
and combine them to create a degree totally
tailored to your interests?
The Open University’s Open Degree lets you
do just that by mixing and matching modules
from different subject areas to come up with
the combination that’s just right for you.

“I got 90 credits towards the first
year so it was really good. I just
needed to do 30 credits and then
that was my first year over. And I
was able to do Level 1 and Level
2 study in my first year.”
Kate Bubb, OU Student
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I’m currently studying, what
credit can I get for my college
qualifications?
Anyone studying with an HNC, HND or a range
of other eligible courses at college will be able
to count credit from their studies towards an
Open University degree.
How much credit you can be awarded will
depend upon the qualification that you wish
to study for. For example, towards a BA or
BSc (Honours) Open degree, a HND might
allow for up to 240 credits, whilst an HNC
might allow for up to 120 credits. The credit
permitted towards degrees in a named
subject will differ.

your job prospects or improve your career.
Even if you have been away from study for a
while you may still be able to apply for credit
for eligible college qualifications.

Open University degrees
You can choose to study for a BA or BSc Open
degree with or without Honours or Honours
degrees named subjects. The amount of
credit transfer awarded for your previous
study will differ depending on the degree you
are working towards.

I’m having a break from study,
can I still use credit transfer?
Maybe you are in work already or your next
step might be to get a job and earn some
money, either in a field you’ve worked in
before or a completely new area. Either now
or at a later date, the chances are you’ll want
to develop your skills even further to improve

Every year around 1000
students in Scotland receive
credit transfer awards.
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