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 Software Development student, Mark 
Abram, has been given an amazing start  
to his degree journey after being awarded 
£1,000 per year, for the next four years, to 
support his studies. The award is all 
thanks to the Fife College and  
Edinburgh Napier University Associate 
Student Scholarship.

Now in its second year, the scholarship is 
co-founded by Adam Smith Scholarships, part 
of Fife College, and the Edinburgh Napier 
University Development Trust.

Mark, who is part of the Edinburgh Napier 
University associate programme, is currently 
in the first year of his Software Development 
degree course and will start his HND at the 

College after the summer. 
On completion of his HND, 
Mark will then advance to 
the third year of his 
degree at Napier.

Mark is delighted to have 
been awarded the 
scholarship, which he 
plans to use to purchase 
equipment to benefit his 
studies.

Mark said: “I am very 
interested in Artificial 
Intelligence (AI) 
programming and did a 
lot of research and 
self-study before making 
the decision to come to 
Fife College and join the 
Napier associate 
programme.

“I’m very honoured to 
receive this scholarship, it 
means so much to me to 
have been selected. This 

year’s award will allow me to purchase 
computer equipment that will really benefit 
me moving forward with my studies, providing 
a more comfortable and productive working 
environment at home.

“Knowing that I’ll receive further scholarship 
funding throughout my degree as part of  
this award is amazing – it will be a fantastic 
help to me and the boost I need to keep  
going to achieve my goal of becoming  
an AI Programmer.” 

Read more here 

Annual Award for Mark thanks 
to University Partnership

Last year more than 190 
students were able to 
study for a degree closer 
to home at a Fife College 
campus. The College 
delivers several degrees 
through partnerships with 
Abertay University, Queen 
Margaret University and 
The Open University, 
allowing students to 
study for a degree 
entirely at a Fife College 
campus.

https://www.fife.ac.uk/news/fife-college-student-s-degree-studies-given-a-huge-boost-thanks-to-scholarship/
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   Alison Major 
 HNC Administration and 

Information Technology (Winner)

   Jenny Harris 
 Advanced Certificate Health and 

Social Care (Runner-up)

   Andrew Scott 
 Foundation Pathways Creative 

and Digital

   Hayley McLagan 
 National Certificate Art and 

Design

   Jade Stewart 
 HNC Computer Aided Draughting 

and Design

   Janek Adam 
 HND Quantity Surveying

   Matthew Slater 
 Professional Development 

Award: Education Support 
Assistance

   Ryan Dunwoodie 
 HND Administration and 

Information Technology

   Thomas Mitchell-Sadler 
 National Certificate Photography

and get our students thinking and talking 
about climate change.

“The range and quality of entries we received 
was impressive and we were delighted to 
reward students for their work thanks to the 
generous support from Earlseat Wind Farm 
and Fife College.”

Adam Smith Scholarships, part of Fife College, 
is one of the largest college scholarship 
programmes in Scotland, awarding thousands 
of pounds each year to support students, 
develop opportunities, open doors, and 
transform lives.

For further details about scholarships at Fife 
College visit the Adam Smith Scholarships 
page or email scholarships@fife.ac.uk

Climate Change 
Scholarship recipients:

  Tom Jackson

  Danielle Adamson

  Nicole Anderson

  Laurie Doran

  Sean Williamson

  Chloe Hutchison

  Abbie Mitchell

  Hannah Smart

Community Skills 
Class:

Supported Learning students who received 
the runners up prize in our Climate Change 
Scholarship have put the money to good use, 
funding new art materials, a first aid course 
and trampolining session to enhance their 
learning and skills. 

 Fife College students have been 
awarded special scholarships for their 
efforts to help tackle climate change.

Awarded by Adam Smith Scholarships, part  
of Fife College, the Earlseat Wind Farm 
sponsored Climate Change Scholarship  
was launched in November to coincide  
with COP26.

Students were asked to submit an entry via 
an essay, piece of art, video, presentation or 
another medium, highlighting actions they are 
taking to combat climate change.

HNC Administration and Information 
Technology student Alison Major won the 
overall prize, receiving £250 and a new laptop 
for her essay about how she has adopted a 
greener lifestyle, as well as playing an active 
role helping address the challenges of climate 
change in her community.

Alison, from Kirkcaldy, said: “I can’t believe I 
won, this is a huge honour and I’m so grateful. 
My laptop is very old and getting this new one 
will make completing my coursework so 
much easier.”

Health and Social Care student Jenny Harris 
won a second-place prize of a new laptop for 
her essay, while several other students were 
awarded runners up prizes of £50 each. A 
Community Skills class also shared a prize of 
£250 for their joint submission.

Jenny, from Leven, said: “I’m absolutely over 
the moon to win this scholarship. I’m on my 
second year of borrowing a laptop from the 
college as I just couldn’t afford my own, so 
this will make a huge difference for me.”

The scholarship was funded through Earlseat 
Wind Farm’s Covid Relief Fund. Earlseat are 
current scholarship donors at the College, 
providing funding to support modern 
apprentices and students with tech and 
placements to support their studies.

Located on the outskirts of Kirkcaldy, the 
Earlseat Wind Farm is operated by RES, the 
world’s largest independent renewable  
energy company, active in onshore and 
offshore wind, solar, energy storage, 
transmission, and distribution.

Fife College Environmental Services Co-
ordinator John Wincott, who helped to judge 
the shortlisted submissions, was so 
impressed with the entries he topped up the 
fund so that additional awards could be made.

John, who is also Chair of the Sustainable 
Scotland Network, and attended COP26, said: 
“The work produced by our students was 
incredible, showing an insight into climate 
change that was truly inspiring. Many of the 
entries highlighted the importance of working 
together as a community to address some of 
the challenges of climate change - a message 
that is vital if we are to make progress.

“I intend to take these pieces of work and use 
them to illustrate to the broader community of 
colleges and universities, how people in 
further education are viewing climate change, 
the impacts on them, and their hopes and 
aspirations for the future.”

Lyn Gold, Scholarship and Alumni  
Engagement Lead at Fife College, said: “The 
introduction of our first Climate Change 
Scholarship was a great way to mark COP26 

Scholarship recognises students’ 
efforts to tackle climate change

Russell Trust Awards - in person at last!
 It was fantastic to meet our Russell Trust 

Scholarship winners this year at our recent 
scholarship presentation event, the first 
in-person event for our scholarship 
programme in the last 2 years.

We were delighted to welcome Cecilia  
Russell and Alice Croal from the Russell Trust 
- Cecilia presented certificates to 37 
deserving students at a special event held in 
our Carnegie Conference Centre in May.

In total 147 students from across the  
College were awarded Russell Trust 
scholarships this year, on par with last year’s 
record number of recipients. Students 
received awards ranging from £50 to £300 to 
help them progress their studies.

This annual scholarship is one of the largest 
of our scholarship funds, donating £15,000 
each year. It is also the longest running of our 
scholarships - just over 1,000 students have 
been awarded since the scholarship was set 
up back in 1999!

Further coverage photos, quotes and videos 
will be featured in our next Scholarship 
Update later this year. 
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15 Students were awarded the 
Batchelor Trust Scholarship

Bryan McCabe-Bell Scholarship
 A business student from Burntisland 

and a cookery student from Dunfermline 
are the latest to benefit from a Bryan 
McCabe-Bell Scholarship .

The worthy winners were picked from a  
wide range of entries which was open to  
all students, within the Faculty of  
Business, Enterprise and Tourism with 
Supported Learning.

Upon receiving the email 
and seeing that I was 
awarded the Scholarship, 
I was ecstatic and 
overjoyed. This money 
will benefit me greatly, 
and I will put it to good 
use. I will use the money 
to get my driving license 
and put some aside to 
save for a car as I have 
been working hard to 
achieve this for a long 
time. Over the moon 
hearing this news!

I felt ecstatic. It’s the perfect time for this 
financial cushion. I needed some extra pieces 
of equipment that cost more than your average 
stationary. Things like a giant whiteboard for 
my room so I can draw my studies up and see 
them every day, helping me learn in my way. I 
actually need a Windows laptop for my 
communications class, now I can get one 
instantly! I am overjoyed.

- Filip Wojtas
National Certificate: Fabrication and 
Welding Engineering SCQF Level 5

- Ian Hildersley
National Certificate: Built Environment

this is a massive start.”

Jason Nardone, who is studying Professional 
Cookery Grade 5 was also delighted to be 
awarded a much needed new knife set in 
recognition of his hard work and  
commitment to his course. Jason said:  “I am 
unbelievably happy, this has given me a 
massive boost in confidence.”

The annual Scholarship was set up three 
years ago by former Faculty Director Bryan 
McCabe-Bell to give students the boost they 
need to reach their goals. The Faculty have 
continued to support the scholarship in 
Bryan’s name. 

Leah Lopez, who is studying HND Business 
with Management was delighted to receive 
the award. The last few years have had many 
ups and downs for Leah who now hopes to go 
on and complete a degree in Business 
Management at university. 

Leah said: “I am so pleased and excited. It 
means a lot to me that my lecturers gave 
such positive feedback - that really boosts my 
confidence. As a later in life attendee to 
college any sort of recognition is such a boost. 
I am proud of my achievements here at 
college and to be able to put this on my CV is 
really gratifying. I am in desperate need of a 
new laptop as mine is close to 10 years old so 

Double Numbers for Independent 
Living Scholarship

 Ten very deserving students have been 
awarded scholarships to support them 
while they study. This special scholarship 
is funded by Adam Smith Scholarships and 
awarded to care experienced young people 
and young carers for commitment to their 
studies. The awards were made during 
lockdown, giving the students the boost 
they needed to keep going.

Students from across the College were 
awarded a wide range of subjects from 
Hospitality and Social Sciences to 
Hairdressing and Police Studies.

Award winner Sharon Johnston, HND 
Additional Support Needs, said: “Being 
recognised for my hard work means a lot as 
this year has been a challenge and sometimes 
it’s hard to see how well you are actually 
doing. With this Independent Living 
Scholarship I will be able to buy books 
relevant to my course that will aid my 
knowledge, I will be able to further my  
studies as well.”

Lyn Gold, Scholarship and Alumni Engagement 
Lead said: “The Independent Living 
Scholarship has been developed in recent 
years to recognise the College’s commitment 

to working with young carers and care 
experienced young people.

“All of the award winners are extremely 
deserving and inspiring individuals who, 
despite extra pressures in life, show true 
commitment to their studies and to 
succeeding in their 
chosen careers. I was 
delighted to see them 
awarded and wish 
them the very best 
with their future 
studies and careers. 
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Scholarship Boost from Shell
 Five pupils from Levenmouth Academy, 

currently on the Shell UK Girls into Energy 
course at Fife College’s Levenmouth 
Campus have received scholarship awards 
for their hard work and commitment to 
their studies.

Mirren Docherty, Rhiannon Grant and Abbie 
Dryburgh were awarded £1,000 scholarships, 
while Mia Walker and Cerys Campbell 
received £500 each. The awards were  
made at a presentation held at the 
Levenmouth Campus.

Mairi McKay, Community Liaison Officer for 
Shell UK, was delighted to make the awards 
to the five students and to find out more about 
their plans for the future.

Mairi McKay, Community Liaison Officer with 
Shell UK, said: “It was a pleasure to meet the 
students, to see the results of their hard work 
throughout the year and to hear about their 
future ambitions.

“It’s vital that young women see an 
opportunity in the energy industry and the 
Girls in Energy course aims to link real life  
and learning experiences to nurture the  
next generation of problem-solvers,  
leaders and innovators.

“Congratulations to our very deserving 
scholarship winners this year. I’m confident 
they can go on to enjoy exciting and fulfilling 
careers in the energy sector in the future.”

Shell UK and Fife College are working together 
to help reduce the gender imbalance in 
Science, Technology, Engineering and Maths 
(STEM) related subjects.

The Girls in Energy course, sponsored by Shell 
UK, offers pupils a unique insight into the 
energy industry as well as enhancing key 
employability skills. The course has been 
popular with pupils over last few years with 
20 students from Levenmouth Academy, aged 
14 to 16, taking part this year.

Shell UK also works with Fife College to 
support and encourage more people into the 
energy industry through a scholarship which 
benefits students studying engineering 
courses including HNC Mechanical 
Engineering and HNC Electrical Engineering. 

New partnership engineers 
opportunities for students

 A new scholarship for engineering 
students has been launched in 
partnership with the University of 
Edinburgh.

The Fife College and University of Edinburgh 
Engineering Project Scholarship has been 
introduced for College students who join one 
of three cutting edge engineering projects led 
by the University.

Designed for students who are looking to 
move onto degree level study after their 
college course, the scholarship offers a £500 
award to help students with resources or 
materials for their studies.

Students are eligible for the scholarship award 
once they join one of three projects: Endeavor 
(University of Edinburgh Rocketry Team), 
Edinburgh University Formula Student (EUFS) 
or HYPED (Hyperloop Edinburgh).

The Rocketry team project provides students 
with the skills and experience to make 
significant contributions to humanity’s goal of 
exploring the cosmos, understanding more 
about climate change as well as helping the 
world make progress towards the UN’s 
sustainable development goals.

EUFS gives students the opportunity to design 
and build race cars and join one of two race 
teams - the IC Team (Design and Manufacture) 
and the AI Team (developing artificial 
intelligence for driverless cars).

The third project is HYPED Hyperloop 
Edinburgh, the UK’s number one hyperloop 
team. Dedicated to developing the concept  
of hyperloop and inspiring future  
generations about engineering, the HYPED 
team have received awards from SpaceX, 

Virgin Hyperloop One and Institution of  
Civil Engineers.

Conchúr Ó Brádaigh, Head of School of 
Engineering at The University of Edinburgh 
said: “The University of Edinburgh and the 
School of Engineering are really excited to be 
partnering with Fife College on the 
Engineering Project Scholarships. These 
Scholarships support great opportunities for 
College and University students to share 
knowledge, learn and work together on 

innovative projects that allow them to 
showcase their skills and talent.

“Feedback from students working on last 
year’s projects highlighted the real benefits of 
this collaboration, and we are keen to enable 
more students to benefit from this  
experience.  Therefore I am pleased to 
announce additional funding for a further  
two scholarships.” 

  Mirren Docherty

  Rhiannon Grant

  Abbie Dryburgh

  Mia Walker

  Cerys Campbell

Scholarship 
Winners:
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Helen Moyes ScholarshipColin Somerville
 Five Fife College students are the latest 

to be awarded a special scholarship 
created in memory of former lecturer 
Colin Somerville.

The Colin Somerville Scholarship was created 
following the passing of the popular 
broadcaster, journalist, presenter and 
producer in 2020. Colin had a huge impact 
during his time at the College as a radio 
production lecturer.

Previously a music controller and presenter on 
Radio Forth, Colin spent six years as a 
presenter with the BBC before joining the 
College. He was also previously Entertainment 
Editor for the Edinburgh Evening News and 
reviewed music for various other national 
titles including The Herald.

Colin’s students loved to hear his life stories, 
anecdotes and laughter as he inspired the 
next generation of media stars. In May 2020, 
at the age of just 62, Colin very sadly passed 
away after suffering from dementia.

Set up by Colin’s friends and colleagues in the 
Faculty of Creative Industries, the scholarship 
aims to support new talent just as he did 
throughout his life and career.  

Stewart McDonald, Acting Director of Creative 
Industries at Fife College said: “Colin was a 
very well respected, knowledgeable and 
connected broadcaster and journalist. Incisive, 
witty and downright sarcastic, he touched and 
collaborated with so many people throughout 
his career.

“Our radio students and his colleagues adored 
him, his life stories, anecdotes and laughter. 
The scholarship, will help support the next 
generation of radio talents just as Colin did 
throughout his career, and is the most fitting 
way to celebrate his legacy.

“Congratulations to our winners, Gavin Privett, 
Lucy Millar, Kevin Cranston, Morgan Teevan, 
and Sharrell Carroll. The scholarship awards 
will be a great help for them as they continue 
their journey towards what I’m sure will be 
interesting and fulfilling careers in media and 
broadcasting.” 

   Gavin Privett - HND: Creative 
Industries: Radio

   Lucy Millar - HND: Creative 
Industries: Radio

   Kevin Cranston - National 
Certificate: Creative Industries: 
Broadcast Media

   Morgan Teevan - National 
Certificate: Creative Industries: 
Broadcast Media

   Sharrell Carroll - National 
Certificate: Creative Industries: 
Broadcast Media

Colin Somerville 
Scholarship 
Winners:

It was the biggest 
surprise receiving the 
news I had won. It has 
made me so proud of 
myself and makes me 
realise I am doing what I 
love

- Lucy Millar
HND: Creative Industries: Radio Double Award Finalists

 The Adam Smith Scholarship team are 
delighted to be finalists in two awards for their 
partnership work with the Earlseat Wind Farm

   Fife Business Awards 2022, Community 
Partnership category

   The Herald Higher Education Awards 2022, 
Outstanding Business Engagement in Colleges 
category.

 Eight students were delighted to be the 
second recipients of the Helen Moyes 
Scholarship, a new scholarship set up 
last year by the family of local woman 
Helen Moyes to mark her memory and her 
belief in the power of education.

Successful students awarded for their hard 
work and determination to succeed include:

Jade McLean, Siobhan Robertson, Fallon 
Connor and Lucy Connolly - all study HNC 
Social Services and were awarded £125 each. 
Owen Henderson and Billy Alsoufe study HNC 
Mechanical Engineering (part-time) and were 
awarded £250 each.

Students Diane Bell and Elizabeth Jane Freer 
study ICDL and were each awarded £250.

Helen (1904 to 1981) was born in Kirkcaldy in 
to a different world with few opportunities 
available to her. She left school at 15 and was 
a working mum for most of her married life 
but was a great advocate of self-improvement 
through education and encouraged all her 
family to follow their dreams and aspirations.

Through this scholarship Helen’s 
encouragement and belief in the power of 
education is continuing to help others to 
transform their lives, something her family 
know she would be very proud of.

Scholarship recipient Jane Freer said: “Thank 
you to the Helen Moyes Scholarship I can 
afford a new computer mouse and monitor.  I 
have struggled to keep everything together 
through Covid, long-Covid, personal loss and 
an unexpected but beneficial house move six 
months ago.  Thanks to Fife College, and my 
lecturer Colin Bell, I have seen my skills 
increase and my confidence grow.” 

  Jade McLean

  Siobhan Lauren Robertson

  Owen Henderson

  Billy Alsoufe 

  Fallon Connor

  Lucy Connelly

  Diane Bell

  E Jane Freer

Helen Moyes Scholarship Winners:

Through various funds 
donated by the Wind Farm, 
the partnership is providing 
vital resources, training and 
jobs for young people while 
helping local companies 
invest in a skilled workforce 
to benefit the Fife economy 
and beyond.

Both award 
ceremonies take 
place at the end 

of May. 
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Register now! 

fife.ac.uk/alumni/

alumni@fife.ac.uk

Did you study at  
Fife College?
If the answer is YES we would love to hear from you!
As a graduate of Fife College, or one of our legacy colleges, you hold 
the power to inspire others and benefit your career by registering as 
one of our alumni.

Benefits to you include:
 Invitations to College events

 References from College staff

  Keep up-to-date with  
College news 

Ways you can help:
 Share your story

 Offer work experience

 Become a mentor

 Deliver a guest lecture

 Support fundraising

Keeping it social
  A few highlights from our twitter page 
can be seen here.

    We also appear regularly on the Fife 
College social pages.

    Give us a follow for the latest news on 
scholarships at Fife College.

8:30

8:30

8:30

8:30

8:30
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