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progression options
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This planner shows possible 
routes of progression. For full 
entry requirements for each 
course, always check online.

Potential Career
Opportunities

*An Articulation Route is a pathway between an HNC or HND and a degree programme, agreed between a college and a university.
HNC = Higher National Certificate, HND = Higher National Diploma

Equivalent to National 4s

SCQF LEVEL

4
Equivalent to National 5s

SCQF LEVEL

5
Equivalent to Highers

SCQF LEVEL

6
Equivalent to Year 1 at 

University and Advanced Highers

SCQF LEVEL

7
Equivalent to Year 2 

at University

SCQF LEVEL

8
Equivalent to Year 3 

at University

SCQF LEVEL

9
Equivalent to Year 4 

(Honours) at University

SCQF LEVEL

10

Filled 
in box

Academies/
Community Classes

Double 
line box

Make-up salons, retail/fashion/
photographic industries

Salon manager in spa/beauty 
salon/cruise liner, TV/film/
theatre/fashion industries

HNC: Fashion
 Make-up

Advanced Beauty 
Techniques: 

VTCT Level 4

Hair, Beauty & 
Make-up Artistry 
Course and 
Career Planner

NVQ Diploma: Nail 
Services VTCT

Level 3

Trainee/junior hairdresser/
beauty therapist

Junior beauty therapist, 
cosmetic counter assistant, 
nail technician, junior hair 

stylist, self-employed 
hairdresser

Beauty salons, nail salons, 
health clubs, health farms, 

spas, cruise liners, self-
employed beauty therapist/nail 

technician, junior hair stylist, 
hair stylist, session stylist, TV/
film/theatre/fashion industries

NVQ Diploma: 
Beauty Therapy 
Massage VTCT 

Level 3

NVQ Diploma: Nail 
Services VTCT

Level 2

NVQ Diploma: 
Beauty Therapy 
VTCT Level 2

Modern 
Apprenticeship:

Hairdressing

SVQ: Barbering

VTCT Level 
2: Diploma in 
Hairdressing

Modern 
Apprenticeship:

Barbering

SVQ: Barbering

Modern 
Apprenticeship:

Hairdressing

 Introduction to 
the Hair and 

Beauty Sector 
VTCT Entry 
Certificate

SVQ: Hairdressing

Intermediate 
Certificate: Develop 

Barbering Skills 
(Part-Time)

VTCT: Level 
1 Diploma in 
Hairdressing

Certificate: Develop 
Barbering Skills

Intermediate 
Certificate: Beauty 

and Make-up

Intermediate 
Certificate: Popular 
Beauty Techniques

VTCT Level 
2: Diploma in 

Complementary 
Therapies


